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Why We’re Here Today

Fruitville Road has become an impediment to pedestrian connectivity
between the primary central business district and the Rosemary and
Gillespie Park neighborhoods to the north. The current design of Fruitville
Road appears as very suburban-orientated thoroughfare versus a more
preferred urban boulevard distinction.

Motor vehicles dominate the existing conditions and intersections have
become increasingly more difficult to traverse. Most development along the
roadway lacks pedestrian scale design and a sense of quality architectural
attributes. Adjacent development parcels, with few exceptions, have been
slow to develop and unable to be successful in creating sustainable projects
or a sense of “place”.

Negative impressions and perceptions of the area have contributed to a lack
of investment in recent years.
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Why We’re Here Today

Goal and Objectives

The goal of the project is to adjust the current suburban thoroughfare 
character of Fruitville Road, between U.S 41 and U.S. 301, to more closely 
reflect that of an urban boulevard.

Objectives include:

• Slowing traffic speeds without negatively impacting current levels of service
• Facilitating safe pedestrian activity and walkability between the downtown 

urban core and the Rosemary and Gillespie Park Neighborhoods
• Enhancing the aesthetic value of one of the primary gateways into the City
• Promotion of economic development and vitality of the corridor

With input from neighborhood district organizations, business groups, and the
general public, the City will identify the opportunities that can help Fruitville
Road achieve the goals and objectives of the project.
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Existing Conditions

• Street scenes
• Typical section
• Turning movements
• Level of Service (LOS)
• Pedestrian counts
• Crash data
• Bus routes
• Google Streetview
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Street
Scenes
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6

Existing 
Conditions
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Motorized Traffic Dominates
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Neighborhoods are isolated and 
unconnected to downtown
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For pedestrians, the 
street scene experience 

can be unattractive, 
unwelcoming and unsafe
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A sense of place is lacking
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The street 
lighting is 

typical 
highway 

stock

Lacking are 
pedestrian 

scale, design 
and a sense 

of style
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The median 
landscaping 

needs 
continuity 
and design



There are overhead 
power poles
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Landscaping is 
neglected in 

places
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Perceptions of 
disinvestment 
give a negative 

impression
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Pedestrians are imperiled
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Urban vitality clearly not 
being sustained



Transit users’ 
knees are inches 

from traffic
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Shell driveways spill 
across the sidewalk 

and gutter
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The Pedestrian 
Space is narrow
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Pedestrian crossing 
exposure is long
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Curb side bike lane

25



Bike lane at intersection
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Typical 
Section
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Turning 
Movements
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Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL
East-West Traffic Volumes - March 2015

633/733

691/756

799/987

1016/980

AM (8-9 AM)/PM (4:30-5:30)
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Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL
East-West Turning Movement Counts - March 2015
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Level of 
Service
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Level of Service Criteria for 
Signalized Intersections

In general LOS A to mid-LOS D is acceptable (45 seconds of 
delay or better)
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Level-of-

Service (LOS)
Average Delay

A ≤ 10.0 seconds

B > 10.0 and ≤ 20.0 seconds

C > 20.0 and ≤ 35.0 seconds

D > 35.0 and ≤ 55.0 seconds

E > 55.0 and ≤ 80.0 seconds

F > 80.0 seconds

Source: Transportation Research Board. Highway Capacity Manual, 2010.



LOS Results Review

Intersection of Tamiami Trail (US 41) and Fruitville Road:
• The overall intersection operates with LOS D during the AM, MD and PM peak hours.
• The three major approaches operate with LOS C to LOS E during all peak hours.

Intersection of Washington Blvd. (US 301) and Fruitville Road:
• The overall intersection operates with LOS D during the AM peak hour and LOS E 

during MD and PM Peak hours.
• All four approaches operate with high-LOS D to LOS F during the three peak hours.

Intersection of Orange Avenue and Fruitville Road:
• The overall intersection operates with LOS C during the AM and MD peak hours and 

with LOS D during the PM peak hour.
• The westbound and eastbound approaches operate with LOS C or D during all peak 

hours.

Other (six) intersections excluding the intersections at US 41, US 301 and 
Orange Avenue:
• All six intersections are operating with LOS A, B or C during three AM, MD and PM 

peak hours.
• All eastbound and westbound approaches at these six intersections are operating with 

LOS A, B or C during the three peak hours.
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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2015 Existing Conditions Level of Service
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Pedestrian 
Counts
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PM Peak Hour 

AM Peak Hour 

Lunch Hour 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour Lunch Hour 
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Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL
Pedestrian/Bicycle Counts - March 2015

64 / 0

52 / 0

60 / 0

36 / 1

16 / 0

56 / 0

20 / 2

68 / 2

20 / 1

40 / 0

0 / 0

16 / 3

8 / 0

44 / 0

4 / 0

8 / 0

28 / 0

40 / 0



Crash Data
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All Crashes: 369
Oct. 2010 — Oct. 2015
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Rear End

About 155 rear-end 
crashes are about 42% 
of the total 369 
crashes. The national 
rate for rear-end 
crashes is 40%.



5-Year Crash Data from 2010 to 2015

• Speed, unsafe lane change, tailgating and inattentions
are major causes of the rear-end collisions.

• Time of day diagram shows a higher crash rate during
the mid-day (lunch time) hours. The total traffic
volumes during MD and PM peak hours are almost the
same.

• There are total 11 pedestrian/bicyclist crashes during
the 5-year period. A large number of these crashes
occurred at the Cocoanut Ave., Lemon Avenue and
Orange Avenue. The nearby land uses might be the
major factor for these type of crashes.
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PDO=Property Damage Only

Severity Direction of Travel
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Rear End Rear End
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Time of Day
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Rear End



Bike/Pedestrian Crashes:   11
Oct. 2010 — Oct. 2015
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Bus Routes
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Google 
Streetview
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The project website

www.SarasotaGov.org\Projects\FruitvilleStreetscape.cfm

You can leave comments there, too.
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http://www.sarasotagov.org/Projects/FruitvilleStreetscape.cfm

