


Who we Are - UDS 



 City of Sarasota Contract Employees 



Located in Federal Building 
111 S. Orange Avenue 

Ringling Boulevard 



What is our scope of work • Our Contract 

• Revise Zoning Code 

• Work with staff to revise and incorporate 
Engineering & Design Criteria Manual (EDCM) 
Sections. 

• Make recommendations for revisions to the 
Comprehensive Plan for Implementation. 

• Resource to the City Manager for limited spatial 
design recommendations for City Projects. 



Existing Documents Fragmented & Focused on 
individual lot increment – text heavy and lack 
sufficient graphics and cohesion.   



Form-Based Code What is A Form-Based Code?  

It is a type of Zoning Code that promotes 
predictable development patterns, by regulating 
the form of buildings and how they shape 
streets and public spaces. 





Creating a sense of Place – the 
importance of the public realm.  

Downtown has an early 
version of a Form-Based 
Code.  



Local Example - City of Bradenton New FBC 





Today’s Session  

• 1st Phase of City-wide Public Participation & 
Outreach.  

• Introduce the conceptual new zones, conduct 
a preliminary mapping exercise. 

• Discuss Infrastructure, multi-modal 
transportation, safety and quality of life issues 
for today’s stakeholders & future generations. 







Develop concepts with the 
Community using spatial design 

illustrations, maps and diagrams to 
implement plans. 

 



Park Interface 



Sample Block Illustrations 

Water Tower Park 



Were able to help neighborhood seek 
$850,000 Grant Dollars for Light 

Imprint Design 



Sample Special Requirements Plan 



New Districts & Public Outreach 



Include multi-modal 
transportation 



Transit and Mobility Vision 



City Engineer – Ongoing Bicycle  & Mobility 
Master Plans 





Process 



Mapping Exercise 

• Packets Provided with: 

 

• Current Land Use & Zoning Maps 

• Draft Maps to look at potential new zone 

• Cards of the New Zones & Metrics 

• Feedback Cards & Staff to assist 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



DRAFT 



April Walking Audits 





Walking Audits 

• Outreach to neighborhood leadership early in 
process. 

• Help to develop communication plans for 
increased participation. 

• Identify Neighborhood Issues. 

• Compare maps with existing conditions. 

• Supplement Maps with local history. 



Issues 

• Traffic 

• Stormwater 

• Connectivity 

• Taxes/Flood Zone Impacts 

• Property Rights 

• Compatibility/Infill 

• Neighborhood Infrastructure Reinvestment 

 



Group Sessions 

• Engage a larger group within the area 
(postcards are mailed to all property owners). 

• Discuss both neighborhood & citywide issues. 

• Public information on coding process, 
schedule & participation opportunities. 

• Early feedback loop on preliminary mapping. 

 



Observe Existing Conditions 



McClellan Park 











Flood Zone Adaptations 



Stormwater & Infrastructure 



Neighborhood Entrance Issues 

 



Draft Special 
Requirements 
Plan 





The Following Graphics are Conceptual 
Samples. The intent is to begin community 
discussions, and receive input to aid us in 
our work. 
 
They are meant to illustrate a way to 
establish a residential neighborhood focal 
point and view terminus through the use of 
the special requirements plan & calibrated 
zoning. 



McClellan Park Triangle 



McClellan Park Triangle Infill 



Triangle Hidden Interior Parking Layout  



McClellan Park Triangle Infill 



Sample climate-responsive architecture 



climate-responsive architecture 



climate-responsive architecture 





Cherokee Park 



Mapping Analysis 





Draft Special 
Requirements 
Plan 





Harbor Acres 







Draft Special 
Requirements 
Plan 



Sample Light Imprint Stormwater 
 & Traffic Calming Treatment 





Shoreland Woods 











Draft Special 
Requirements 
Plan 





FBC & Urban Forestry 

 



Florida Friendly Natives 











Draft Special 
Regulations 
Plan 



The Following Graphics are Conceptual 
Samples. The intent is to begin community 
discussions, and receive input to aid us in 
our work. 
 
They are meant to illustrate a multi-modal 
transportation approach and a long range 
plan sample of flood zone adaptation for 
new construction. 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 





San Remo Mapping Studies 







Older Housing Pattern still dominant 



Flood Zone Adaptation 
Newer Construction  



Mangroves help build land elevation 



DRAFT 

Draft Special 
Regulations 
Plan 









The Origins 

“Why are people changing 
the character of our 
neighborhood with Mega 
Houses?” 

“Smaller lots and houses are 
incompatible with our large 
lots and houses!” 



In the 1970s there was a citywide 
downzoning 



1951 

1997 

2013 



Result From 1997 to 2013 Significant 
Loss in Neighborhood Housing Inventory 



Down Zoning Results- lot that produced 2 
houses now produces 1 large home 

1
9

9
7

 

RSF-4 

RSF-2 

2 Houses now 1 Large House 



Deintensification in Flood Vulnerability 
Areas while preserving housing stock in 

other areas. 







Draft Special 
Regulations 
Plan 



The Following Graphics are Conceptual 
Samples. The intent is to begin community 
discussions, and receive input to aid us in 
our work. 
 
They are meant to illustrate the conversion 
of an auto dominated roadway to a more 
complete street public realm with 
connectivity, and zone districts that 
reinforce the edges and transitions into the 
neighborhood. 



Connectivity 



Siesta Drive  



Siesta Drive  



South Osprey Avenue 



South Osprey Avenue 



What if? 



existing conditions 



current  zoning 



current  zoning 



calibrated transect zones 



calibrated transect zones 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



What if? 



Focused on Residential Areas while 
seasonal residents are here. 
 
Will return in August to work with 
Merchants. We did not want to 
interfere with their seasonal business. . 



Process 
 
Spring/Summer 2015: 
• Walking Audits 
• Group Feedback 

Sessions 
 
Summer/Fall 2015: 
• Code Writing 
 
Winter/ Spring 2016 
• Public Feedback & 

Review 
• Adoption Hearings 
 



Next Steps - 

• Complete Walking Audits & Group 
Feedback sessions with the rest of the 
City’s Neighborhoods. 

• Coordinate with Neighborhood 
Associations & Other Stakeholders 

• Continued Analysis 
• Return next Winter with Draft Documents 
 



draft articles 




