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Water Tower Park Catalyst Plan 

Form-Based Code Initiative 

 



 



Last Visited March 2014 

• Discuss our Form-Based Code Initiative 

• Our Role in the Water Tower Park Master 

Plan. 



study areas and catalysts 



study areas and catalysts 



Connectivity 

Neighborhood Issues 

Natural Surveillance  



Cardboard palm (exotic cycad) vs. coontie (native cycad) 

Promote Native Vegetation & Habitat 



Vacant  lots 

Neighborhood Scale 



Contextual residential infill  



Illustrative Master Plan & Metrics Tests 





 

 

• native 
habitat of 
exceptional 
quality, 
stricter tree 
preservation 
ordinance, 
including 
expanded 
definition of 
“grand tree” 

 



Expanding Tree Preservation Ordinance  



 

 

• invasive 
exotic 
removal; 
infested with 
air potato, 
brazilian 
pepper, 
melaleuca, 
etc. (fulfills 
both CPTED 
and habitat 
creation) 

 





End Product – Regulating Plan 

& T Zones 















Roadway Treatments 

 





 

 

• Intersection 
improve-
ments  

 





 

 

• Improve 
major 
thorough-
fares in 
order to be 
more 
walkable 
and 
conducive to 
redevelop-
ment 

 





 

 

• park programming 

 



 

 

• park programming 

 

 

 

• habitat and ecosystems 

 



   



T3.2-0 





T4-R 





T4.1-0 





T4.2-0 





T5.1-0 





T5.2-0 



 

 

• new lanes 
and 
improved 
rights of way 

 



 

 

• Improve 
access 
points to the 
park, 
construct 
new 
vehicular/   
pedestrian 
bridge at the 
southern 
end at Rilma 

 



 

 

• replat or 
provide 
incentive for 
increased 
density at 
park edges 
and housing 
types that 
face the 
park rather 
than turn 
their backs 
or sides to it 

 



 

 

• corridor 
zoning 
changes, NT 
becomes 
several 
transect 
zones based 
around 
pedestrian 
sheds and 
nodes 

 



  

  

IBSSA 

Ringling 

College 

Whitaker 

Bayou 

Newtown 

Rosemary 

District 

Rosemary 

High rise 

Bayou Oaks 

Village Transect  

Universities Airport 



Site Specific Vendor Master Plan 

48 



Food Trucks & Vendors =  

Eyes on the Street & Economic Opportunity 

49 



 

Frontage Analysis – Getting People 

to Turn The Corner For Businesses 

50 



Fredd Atkins and MLK change over time 

51 



Fredd Atkins and MLK change over time 

existing conditions 
52 



Fredd Atkins and MLK change over time 

pavilion and restrooms relocated  
53 



Light Imprint Design – 

Inter-agency coordination 



Working With Sarasota 

Bay Estuary & 

Sarasota County on 

Stormwater LID Grants 

– EPA & SWFTMD 



Next Steps 

 

 

• 1st Round of Zoning Text Amendments – 

Tree Preservation and Enhancement. 

 

• Metrics and Field Analysis of residential 

areas south of Water Tower Park. 

 

• Modify Comprehensive Plan Future Land 

Use Categories to allow Transect Zones. 

 



Return with Sarasota County as a support 

department for stormwater designs 

consistent with Catalyst Planning and 

water quality and quantity needs. 

 

December/January 2015 

 

Circulate Draft Catalyst Plan & Transect 

Zones to stakeholders for review and 

comment 

 

 

 


