
Mul modal Impact Fee Concepts 
The City of Sarasota currently par cipates in the Sarasota County road impact fee program. A road impact 
fee is a one‐ me fee paid by new development to offset the cost of road infrastructure needed to support 
the addi onal traffic generated by the new development.  Road impact fees can only be spent on 
expanding road capacity, such as new or widened roads or intersec on expansions. 

The city is urban in nature, making road construc on difficult and expensive.  To be er align with the city’s 
goal of providing mul modal op ons for residents, employees, and visitors, it is proposed that the road 
impact fee collected within the city limits be converted to a mul modal fee.  This would allow transit 
infrastructure and stand‐alone bicycle and pedestrian facili es, in addi on to road capacity projects, to be 
funded with the mul modal impact fee revenue generated by development projects within the city.   

On May 8, 2013, the Sarasota County Board of County Commissioners approved County staff to engage in 
further discussions with the City regarding the necessary steps to move forward with this transi on.  At this 

me, no changes to the amount of the fee collected are being discussed. 
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Next Steps!  
 The City of Sarasota will be working with Sarasota County to modify the city‐

county agreement to transi on from a road impact fee to a mul modal fee. 

 

 The City will be looking at appropriate comprehensive plan policy changes to 
implement the concepts discussed today. 

 

 Mul modal performance measures will be developed to monitor the 
performance of the mul ‐modal transporta on system as growth and 
redevelopment occurs.  

Sarasota Citywide Mobility Plan 

Mul modal Fee Concepts for Future Transporta on Improvements  

Sarasota’s Citywide Mobility Plan is an ini a ve to integrate land use, transporta on system planning and 
design, and transporta on funding.  As part of this process, the City is exploring ways to provide more 
flexibility in how exis ng revenue sources and developer contribu ons can, in addi on to tradi onal road 
improvements, be used to fund bicycle, sidewalk, and transit projects iden fied by the public.  The City is also 
examining strategies to modify the development review process to be more consistent with the City’s adopted 
Future Land Use Map.    

Informa on regarding the concepts discussed at today’s workshop is summarized within this brochure.  For 
more informa on about this project, please visit the project website at www.letsgetmovingsarasota.com. 



Development Review Process Concepts 

How are development impacts currently assessed? 

As with many ci es and coun es in Florida, the City of Sarasota has a transporta on concurrency 
process in which a technical study is required to quan fy the impacts of a proposed development’s 
traffic on the city’s road network.  

The technical study is used to determine if, upon approval, traffic generated by the development will 
reduce the level of service on impacted roadways below their adopted standards.  

If traffic from a proposed development will reduce the level of service below the adopted standard, the 
cost of needed improvements to maintain the level of service is determined and the developer’s 
“propor onate share” of the improvement cost is calculated.  

 

What changes are being proposed? 

Under the current process, developments of all sizes (unless extremely small and referred to as “de 
minimis”) must undergo a technical study to quan fy their projected impact to the road network.  
These studies add cost and me to the development approval process and, in many cases, do not result 
in addi onal contribu ons required by the developer beyond payment of the adopted impact fee.  

Under the Citywide Mobility Plan, it is proposed that peak traffic genera on thresholds be iden fied to 
determine when a technical study to analyze specific traffic impacts is required versus when a 
developer can mi gate traffic impacts through payment of the impact fee.  The proposed thresholds 
vary depending on the size and loca on of the development project to recognize the mul modal 
poten al and development scale desired within different areas of the city.   

The proposed thresholds were determined by reviewing a broad‐based sample of traffic studies 
submi ed to the City of Sarasota over the past 10 years.  These studies iden fied at what level traffic 
generated by the development project was significant enough to impact the road network and require 
an improvement or propor onate share payment, versus those projects where the traffic genera on 
was not significant and only required payment of the impact fee.    

 

If no traffic study is required, how will traffic impacts be mi gated? 

Projects that generate fewer peak hour trips than the threshold for that specific area would mi gate 
their impacts by paying the required impact/mul modal fee based on the adopted fee schedule. 

All development projects must s ll review and address driveway/site access and site design 
requirements even if no traffic study is required. 

All development projects must s ll meet applicable land use and zoning requirements otherwise 
needed for approval. 
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Zone 3 (Single Use/Residen al)                              
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What are the traffic study zones 
and associated thresholds? 
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