
ORDINANCE NO. 15-5116 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA, 
CALLING A REFERENDUM OF THE QUALIFIED 
ELECTORS OF THE CITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DETERMINING WHETHER THE CITY CHARTER SHALL 
BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE THAT THE 180 DAY PERIOD 
ALLOWED TO OBTAIN SIGNATURES FOR A CITIZENS 
INITIATIVE PETITION TO AMEND THE CITY CHARTER 
SHALL COMMENCE UPON THE DATE THAT A COPY OF 
THE PETITION IN FINAL FORM IS SUBMITTED TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY AUDITOR AND CLERK; TO 
REQUIRE THAT CITIZENS INITIATIVE PETITIONS BE 
FILED WITH THE OFFICE OF THE CITY AUDITOR AND 
CLERK ON OR BEFORE THE DATE THAT THE FIRST 
SIGNATURE IS OBTAINED; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE 
ORDINANCE SCHEDULING A REFERENDUM ON A 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT RESULTING FROM 
A CITIZENS INITIATIVE PETITION SHALL BE ADOPTED 
WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS AFTER THE PETITION 
CONTAINING THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF 
SIGNATURES IS PRESENTED TO THE CITY 
COMMISSION; STATING THE REFERENDUM QUESTION 
AND TITLE; STATING THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED 
CHARTER AMENDMENT; STATING THE DATE ON 
WHICH THE REFERENDUM WILL BE HELD; PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE CHARTER AMENDMENT, 
IF APPROVED; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS 
ORDINANCE BY TITLE ONLY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2012, the voters of the City of Sarasota approved a 
proposed amendment to Article X, Section 1(a)(2) of the City Charter extending the time 
to obtain signatures on a citizens' initiative petition to submit a proposed amendment to 
the Charter to referendum from ninety (90) days to one hundred eighty (180) days; and, 

WHEREAS, both the former ninety (90) day period and the current one hundred 
eighty (180) day period are counted backwards from the date that the completed 
citizens' initiative petition is submitted to the Office of the City Auditor and Clerk for 
presentation to the City Commission at a subsequent Commission meeting; and, 

WHEREAS, because the 180 day period in which all signatures must be affixed 
to a citizens' initiative petition is counted backwards from the date the finalized petition 
is submitted; it is not possible to inform the general public of a fixed deadline by which 
all signatures must be obtained; and, 



WHEREAS, because the 180 day period in which all signatures must be affixed 
to a citizens' initiative petition is counted backwards from the date the finalized petition 
is submitted; the petition may not become a public record until it is submitted to the 
Office of the City Auditor and Clerk with the number of signatures necessary to have the 
proposal placed on the ballot; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission believes that it would be in the best interest of 
the citizens of the City of Sarasota to require that a citizens' initiative petition in final 
form be submitted to the Office of the City Auditor and Clerk prior to or at the time the 
first signature is obtained and to count the 180 days in which all signatures must be 
affixed forward from such date; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Charter requires that the City Commission adopt an 
ordinance placing the proposed charter amendment on the ballot at referendum and 
setting forth the full text of the proposed charter amendment; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Charter further requires that such ordinance (1) provide for 
the date of the referendum (which shall be no earlier than ninety (90) days following its 
adoption and no later than the next general election to be held in the City); (2) provide 
for the language to appear on the ballot at referendum; (3) provide for the effective date 
of the Charter amendment in the event same is approved. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF 
SARASOTA: 

Section 1.  The proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Sarasota 

(hereafter City Charter) set forth herein shall be submitted to the vote of the qualified 

electors of the City for aooroval at a referendum to be held on May 12, 2015. 

Section 2.  The full text of the proposed amendment to Article X, Section 1 of 

the City Charter is set forth below: (Proposed new text shown in underline  and 

proposed deleted text shown in strike through.) 

"Sec. 1. Proposal of Amendments. 

(a) Alternative Methods to Initiate Amendment 

Amendments to this Charter may be framed and proposed 

(1) 	By ordinance adopted by the city commission setting forth the full text of 
the proposed amendment. 
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(2) 	By written petition or petitions to the city commission initiated by the 
electors setting forth the full text of the proposed amendment and signed 
in person by qualified electors of the city equal to at least ten (10) percent 
of the total number of qualified electors registered to vote at the preceding 
regular at large city election. In the event that such written petition 
proposes an amendment to more than one section of the Charter, the 
petition shall contain a clear and concise summary of the material 
components of the proposal. All required signatures to petitions initiated 
by the electors must bear the dates on which each signature is affixed, 
and all required signatures must be affixed within a period of one hundred 
eighty (180) days, 

A COPY 

of a petition initiated by the electors pursuant to this section must be  
submitted to the Office of the City Auditor and Clerk prior to or on the date 
that the first signature is affixed. The one hundred eighty (180) day period  
in which all required signatures must be affixed to the petition shall  
commence on the date that a copy of the petition setting forth the full text 
of the proposed amendment and summary of the proposal, if required, is 
submitted to and certified as received by the Office of the City Auditor and  
Clerk. If the required number of signatures is obtained within one hundred  
eighty (180) days thereafter, then the fully signed petition may be  
subsequently submitted to the office of the city auditor and clerk, who shall  
place the petition on a regular or special meeting agenda for presentation 
to the city commission.  

(b) Action by City Commission 

In the event a proposed Charter amendment is initiated by the City Commission 
in accordance with Section 1A01(1) above or in the event a petition containing the 
required number of signatures has been certified, submitted to the city auditor and clerk 
and presented to the city commission in accordance with Section 1BLaj(2) above; then 

I the City Commission shall adopt an ordinance: 

(1) providing for the date of the referendum to be held on the proposed 
Charter amendment, which referendum may be scheduled at a special 
election or a general election; and, 

(2) providing for the language to appear on the ballot at the referendum; and, 
(3) providing for the effective date of the amendment in the event the same is 

approved by the voters. 

Such ordinance shall also schedule the referendum for a date which is no earlier than 
ninety (90) days following its adoption and not later than the next general election to be 
held in the city. 

In the event a petition containing the required number of signatures has been certified,  
submitted and presented to the city commission in accordance with Section 
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1(a)(2)above; then such ordinance shall be adopted within sixty (60) days after the 
petition has been initially presented to the city commission.  

Section 3.  The entire text of the proposed new Article X, Section 1 of the City 

Charter shall be published in blackline format not less than thirty (30) days nor more 

than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the referendum referenced in Section 1 above in 

a newspaper of general circulation in the City. 

Section 4.  The question pertaining to an amendment to the City Charter 

regarding citizen initiative petitions to amend the City Charter shall be submitted to the 

qualified electors of the City in the following form, which shall be printed on the ballot: 

TITLE: 

Charter Amendment: Citizens' Initiative Petition to Amend Charter, Time to 
obtain signatures and adopt ordinance scheduling referendum 

SUMMARY: 

Provides that copy of a citizens' initiative petition to amend the city charter must 
be filed with city clerk before signatures are collected; that 180 day period to 
obtain signatures on petition shall commence upon the date such copy is filed 
with clerk and certified as received; extends time to adopt an ordinance 
scheduling charter amendment proposed by citizens' initiative for referendum 
from 30 to 60 days after petition is presented to the city commission. (75 words) 

YES, for the Amendment 

NO, against the Amendment 

Section 5. If a majority of the qualified electors of the City of Sarasota voting 

on the referendum question vote for approval of the proposed amendment regarding 

citizens' initiative petitions to amend the City Charter; then the approved amendment 

shall go into effect thirty (30) days after such approval. 
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Section 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption, except 

that the proposed amendment to the City Charter regarding Citizens Initiative Petitions 

shall become effective as provided in Section 5 above. 

PASSED on first reading by title only, after posting on the bulletin board at City 

Hall for at least three (3) days prior to first reading, as authorized by Article IV, Section 

2, Charter of the City of Sarasota, Florida, this 5th day of January, 2015. 

PASSED on second reading and finally adopted this 20th day of January, 2015. 

CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA 

Willie Charles Shaw, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Pamela M. Nadalini, MBA, CMC 
City Auditor and Clerk 

Mayor Willie Charles Shaw 

Yes 	Vice Mayor Susan Chapman 

Yes 
	

Commissioner Suzanne Atwell 

Yes 	Commissioner Eileen Walsh Normile 

Yes 	
Commissioner Stan Zimmerman 

Yes 

cityatty/ord./2015/15-5116 (citizens initiative petition)/rmf/lg/01-21-15 
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