
ORDINANCE NO. 15-5115 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA; 
CALLING A REFERENDUM OF THE QUALIFIED 
ELECTORS OF THE CITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DETERMINING WHETHER THE CITY CHARTER SHALL 
BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WHO 
IS ELECTED OR APPOINTED TO THE CITY 
COMMISSION TO FILL A VACANCY IN AN AT LARGE 
SEAT SHALL HAVE BEEN A RESIDENT AND QUALIFIED 
ELECTOR OF THE CITY FOR ONE YEAR PRECEDING 
THE DATE HE OR SHE TAKES THE OATH OF OFFICE; 
AND TO PROVIDE THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS 
ELECTED OR APPOINTED TO THE CITY COMMISSION 
TO FILL A VACANCY IN A DISTRICT SEAT SHALL HAVE 
BEEN A RESIDENT AND QUALIFIED ELECTOR OF THE 
DISTRICT TO BE REPRESENTED FOR ONE YEAR 
PRECEDING THE DATE HE OR SHE TAKES THE OATH 
OF OFFICE; STATING THE REFERENDUM BALLOT 
QUESTION AND TITLE; STATING THE TEXT OF THE 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT; STATING THE 
DATE ON WHICH THE REFERENDUM WILL BE HELD; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE CHARTER 
AMENDMENT, IF APPROVED; PROVIDING FOR THE 
READING OF THIS ORDINANCE BY TITLE ONLY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 1(a)(1) of the City Charter currently provides that 
candidates qualifying (for election) to one of the at large seats on the City Commission 
shall have been residents and qualified electors of the city for a minimum of one (1) 
year immediately preceding the commencement of their term of office; and, 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 1(a)(2) of the City Charter currently provides that 
candidates qualifying (for election) to one of the district seats on the City Commission 
shall have been residents and qualified electors of the respective district for which they 
are qualifying for a minimum of one (1) year immediately preceding the date of the 
commencement of their term of office; and, 

WHEREAS, Article III, Sections 1 (a) and (b) do not specifically refer to special 
elections to fill vacancies and do not impose similar one year residency and qualified 
elector requirements upon individuals who qualify for appointment to the City 
Commission (as distinguished from individuals who qualify as candidates for election to 
the City Commission in the regular election cycle); and, 



WHEREAS, Article III, Section 5 of the City Charter is entitled "Filling of 
Vacancies" and addresses how a vacancy on the City Commission caused by the 
death, resignation, disability or recall of any City Commissioner shall be filled; and, 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 5 of the City Charter does not specifically impose 
one year residency and qualified elector requirements upon individuals who qualify for 
election or appointment similar to the one year residency and qualified elector 
requirements that apply to candidates for election to the City Commission in the regular 
election cycle; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that it would be in the best interest of the 
citizens of the City of Sarasota if the City Charter were amended to provide for uniform 
one year residency and qualified elector requirements applicable both to individuals who 
qualify as candidates for election to the City Commission, whether in a regular election 
or in a special election called to fill a vacancy; and to individuals who qualify for 
appointment to the City Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission adopts this ordinance in accordance with 
Article X, Section 1(a)(1) of the City Charter to initiate an amendment to the City Charter 
and to submit the proposed amendment to the voters at referendum; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Charter further requires that such ordinance (1) provide for 
the date of the referendum (which shall be no earlier than ninety (90) days following its 
adoption and no later than the next general election to be held in the City); (2) provide 
for the language to appear on the ballot at referendum; (3) provide for the effective date 
of the Charter amendment in the event same is approved by the voters. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF 
SARASOTA: 

Section 1.  The proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Sarasota 

(hereafter City Charter) set forth herein shall be submitted to the vote of the qualified 

electors of the City for approval at a referendum to be held on May 12, 2015. 

Section 2.  The full text of the proposed amendment to Article III, Section 5 of 

the City Charter is set forth below: (Proposed new text shown in underline and 

proposed deleted text shown in strike through.) 

"Sec. 5. Filling of vacancies. 

A vacancy on the City Commission caused by the death, resignation, disability, 
forfeiture, or recall of any commissioner shall be confirmed in the city records by the 
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remaining commissioners at the next regular or any specially called meeting of the 
commission. The vacated office shall be filled as follows: 

(a) If such vacancy occurs within the first three (3) years of a commissioner's 
four (4) year term, a special election shall be held within seventy five (75) 
days after such vacancy occurs. The person elected shall serve the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 

(b) If such vacancy occurs within one (1) year prior to the expiration of the 
commissioner's term, a majority of the remaining commissioners shall, 
within twenty one days, appoint a qualified elector to the vacant seat to 
serve the remainder of the unexpired term. If the city commission fails to 
make the appointment within twenty one (21) days, the governor is hereby 
authorized to appoint a qualified elector to serve the remainder of the 
unexpired term. 

When a special election is called, the qualifying period for candidates shall begin 
as prescribed by ordinance. Special elections shall otherwise follow the election 
procedure for regular elections. 

If no more than one (1) person qualifies for the special election, that person shall 
be proclaimed elected to the vacant seat upon the close of the qualifying period. 

The qualified elector appointed, the candidate proclaimed elected, or the 
candidate elected at the special election, shall be sworn in to office at a special meeting 
called for that purpose or at the next regularly scheduled city commission meeting. 

When three or more vacancies occur so as to prevent the formation of a quorum 
required by Article III, Section 11, hereof, the governor of the State of Florida is 
authorized to fill such vacancies by temporary appointments. The city commission so 
formed shall call for a special election to be held within seventy five (75) days of such 
temporary appointments to fill the remainder of of each unexpired term. Such 
temporary appointments shall expire at such time as the newly elected commissioners 
take the oath of office required under the provisions of Article XI, Section 2. 

For special elections to fill vacancies on the city commission or appointments by 
the commissioners or by the governor to fill vacancies on the city commission:  

L1) 	Candidates qualifying for election or for appointment to fill a vacancy in an  
at large commission seat shall have been residents and qualified electors 
of the city for a minimum of one (1) year immediately preceding the date 
the newly elected or appointed commissioner takes the oath of office 
required by Article XI, Section 2 of this Charter.  

a) 	Candidates qualifying for election or for appointment to fill a vacancy in a 
district commission seat shall have been residents and qualified electors 
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of the district to be represented for a minimum of one (1) year immediately 
preceding the date the newly elected or appointed city commissioner 
takes the oath of office required by Article XI, Section 2 of this Charter.  

Section 3.  The entire text of the proposed new Article III, Section 5 of the City 

Charter shall be published in blackline format not less than thirty (30) days nor more 

than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the referendum referenced in Section 1 above in 

a newspaper of general circulation in the City. 

Section 4.  The question pertaining to an amendment to the City Charter to 

provide that an individual qualifying for appointment to the City Commission shall have 

been a resident and qualified elector of the City (if an at large seat) or of a particular 

district (if a district seat) for one year prior to taking the oath of office shall be submitted 

to the qualified electors of the City in the following form, which shall be printed on the 

ballot: 

TITLE: 

Charter Amendment: One Year Residency and Qualified Elector Requirement 
for persons filling vacancy on the City Commission 

SUMMARY: 

Requires persons elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an at large City 
Commission seat to have been a resident and qualified elector of the city for one 
year prior to taking oath of office. Requires persons elected or appointed to fill a 
vacancy in a district City Commission seat to have been a resident and qualified 
elector of the district to be represented for one year prior to taking oath of office. 
(74 words) 

YES, for the Amendment 

NO, against the Amendment 

Section 5.  If a majority of the qualified electors of the City of Sarasota voting 

on the referendum question vote for approval of the proposed amendment as set forth 
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above; then the approved amendment shall go into effect thirty (30) days after such 

approval. 

Section 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption, except 

that the proposed appointed City Commissioner residence/qualified elector requirement 

Amendment to the City Charter shall become effective as provided in Section 5 above. 

PASSED on first reading by title only, after posting on the bulletin board at City 

Hall for at least three (3) days prior to first reading, as authorized by Article IV, Section 

2, Charter of the City of Sarasota, Florida, this 5th day of January, 2015. 

PASSED on second reading and finally adopted this 20th day of January, 2015. 

CITY OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA 

Willie Charles Shaw, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Pamela M. Nadalini, MM, CMC 
City Auditol: and Clerk .0 

Yes 
	

Mayor Willie Charles Shaw 
Yes 
	

Vice Mayor Susan Chapman 
Yes 
	

Commissioner Suzanne Atwell 
Yes 
	

Commissioner Eileen Walsh Normile 
Yes 
	

Commissioner Stan Zimmerman 
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