
 

City of Sarasota 
Charter 

Amendment 
Referendum  

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Early Voting 

Remember you can vote early 
Monday, May 4 through 
Saturday, May 9, 2015 from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Early Voting will 
take place at the Sarasota County 
Supervisor of Elections Office, 
2001 Adams Lane.  For more 
information on early voting, 
please call the Supervisor of 
Elections Office at 941-861-8600 
or visit www.SarasotaVotes.com. 

Election Day is Tuesday, May 12, 
2015.  Polls will open at 7 a.m. 
and close at 7 p.m. on Election  
Day.  If you have questions 
regarding your polling place, 
please call the Supervisor of 
Elections Office at 941-861-8600 
or visit www.SarasotaVotes.com.  

Prepared by the Office of the City Auditor and Clerk 
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Ballot Text 
Title:  Charter Amendment: One Year Residency and 
Qualified Elector Requirement for persons filling vacancy 
on the City Commission  
 

Summary: Requires persons elected or appointed to fill a 
vacancy in an at large City Commission seat to have been a 
resident and qualified elector of the city for one year prior 
to taking oath of office.  Requires persons elected or 
appointed to fill a vacancy in a district City Commission seat 
to have been a resident and qualified elector of the district 
to be represented for one year prior to taking oath of office  
____ Yes, for the Amendment 
____ No, against the Amendment  
 
(Reference Article III, City Commission, Section 5, Filling of 
vacancies for complete text of proposed amendment) 
 

Title:  Charter Amendment: Citizens’ Initiative 
Petition to Amend Charter, Time to obtain signatures 
and adopt ordinance scheduling referendum 
 
Summary: Provides that copy of a citizens’ initiative 
petition to amend the city charter must be filed with city 
clerk before signatures are collected; that 180 day 
period to obtain signatures on petition shall commence 
upon the date such copy is filed with clerk and certified 
as received; extends time to adopt an ordinance 
scheduling charter amendment proposed by citizens’ 
initiative for referendum from 30 to 60 days after 
petition is presented to the city commission  
____ Yes, for the Amendment  
____ No, against the Amendment  
 
(Reference Article X, Charter Amendments, Section 1, 
Proposal of Amendments for complete text of proposed 
amendment) 
 
For more information or to view the text of the entire 
Article being amended, please visit 
www.sarasotagov.com 

Article X. Charter Amendments 

Sec. 1.  Proposal of amendments.  

(a) Alternative Methods to Initiate Amendment.  Amendments to this 
Charter may be framed and proposed: 

 (1) By ordinance adopted by the city commission setting forth the 
  full text of the proposed amendment.  
 
 (2) By written petition or petitions to the city commission initiated 

by the electors setting forth the full text of the proposed 
amendment and signed in person by qualified electors of the 
city equal to at least ten (10) percent of the total number of 
qualified electors registered to vote at the preceding regular at 
large city election.  In the event such written petition proposes 
an amendment to more than one section of the Charter, the 
petition shall contain a clear and concise summary of the 
material components of the proposal.  All required signatures 
to petitions initiated by the electors must bear the dates on 
which each signature is affixed, and all required signatures 
must be affixed within a period of one hundred eighty (180) 
days. prior to the date such petition is submitted to the office 
of the city auditor and clerk for presentation to  the city 
commission. A copy of a petition initiated by the electors 
pursuant to this section must be submitted to the Office of the 
City Auditor and Clerk prior to or on the date that the first 
signature is affixed.  The one hundred eighty (180) day period 
in which all required signatures must be affixed to the petition 
shall commence on the date that a copy of the petition setting 
forth the full text of the proposed amendment and summary of 
the proposal, if required, is submitted to and certified as 
received by the Office of the City Auditor and Clerk.  If the 
required number of signatures is obtained within one hundred 
eighty (180) days thereafter, then the fully signed petition may 
be subsequently submitted to the Office of the City Auditor 
and Clerk, who shall place the petition on a regular or special 
meeting agenda for presentation to the city commission. 

 
(b) Action by City Commission  

In the event a proposed Charter amendment is initiated by the city 

commission in accordance with Section 1A(a)(1) above or in the 

event a petition containing the required number of signatures has 

been certified and submitted to the city auditor and clerk and 

presented to the city commission in accordance with Section 1A

(a)(2) above; then within thirty (30) days thereafter, the city 

commission shall adopt an ordinance:  

 

(1) providing for the date of the referendum to be held on the 

proposed Charter amendment, which referendum may be 

scheduled at a special election or a general election;  

(2) providing for the language to appear on the ballot at the 

referendum; and  

(3) providing for the effective date of the amendment in the event 

the same is approved by the voters.   

 

Such ordinance shall also schedule the referendum for a date which is no 

earlier than ninety (90) days following its adoption and no later than the 

next general election to be held in the city. 

 

In the event a petition containing the required number of signatures has 

been certified, submitted and presented to the city commission in 

accordance with Section 1(a)(2) above; then such ordinance shall be 

adopted within sixty (60) days after the petition has been initially 

presented to the city commission. 

Article III. City Commission 

Sec. 5.  Filling of vacancies. 
 

A vacancy on the city commission caused by the death, resignation, disability, 

forfeiture, or recall of any city commissioner shall be confirmed in the city 

records by the remaining commissioners at the next regular or any specially 

called meeting of the commission.  The vacated office shall be filled as follows: 

 

(a) If such vacancy occurs within the first three (3) years of a 

commissioner's four (4) year term, a special election shall be held within 

seventy-five (75) days after such vacancy occurs.  The person so elected 

shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term.   

 

(b) If such vacancy occurs within one (1) year prior to the expiration 

of the commissioner's term, a majority of the remaining commissioners 

shall, within twenty-one days, appoint a qualified elector to the vacant seat 

to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.  If the city commission fails to 

make the appointment within twenty-one (21) days, the governor is hereby 

authorized to appoint a qualified elector to serve the remainder of the 

unexpired term.   

 

When a special election is called, the qualifying period for candidates shall 

begin as prescribed by ordinance.  Special elections shall otherwise follow the 

election procedure for regular elections. 

 

If no more than one (1) person qualifies for the special election, that person 

shall be proclaimed elected to the vacant seat upon the close of the qualifying 

period.  

 

The qualified elector appointed, the candidate proclaimed elected, or the 

candidate elected at the special election shall be sworn into office at a special 

meeting called for that purpose or at the next regularly scheduled city 

commission meeting.   

 

When three (3) or more vacancies occur so as to prevent the formation of a 

quorum required by Article III, Section 11, hereof, the governor of the State of 

Florida is authorized to fill such vacancies by temporary appointments.  The 

city commission so formed shall call for a special election to be held within 

seventy-five (75) days of such temporary appointments to fill the remainder of 

each unexpired term.  Such temporary appointments shall expire at such time as 

the newly elected commissioners take the oath of office required under the 

provisions of Article XI, Section 2. 

 

For special elections to fill vacancies on the city commission or appointments 

by the commissioners or by the governor to fill vacancies on the city 

commission: 

 

 (1) Candidates qualifying for election or for appointment to fill a vacancy in 

 an at large commission seat shall have been residents and qualified electors 

 of the city for a minimum of one (1) year immediately preceding the date 

 the newly elected or appointed commissioner takes the oath of office 

 required by Article XI, Section 2 of this Charter. 

 

 (2) Candidates qualifying for election or for appointment to fill a vacancy in 

a district commission seat shall have been residents and qualified electors of 

the district to be represented for a minimum of one (1) year immediately 

preceding the date the newly elected or appointed city commissioner takes 

the oath of office required by Article XI, Section 2 of this Charter. 

The City of Sarasota will hold a referendum on 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 to submit to all duly 
qualified electors of the City of Sarasota, the 
question  of the approval or disapproval of the 
following Charter amendments: 

Below is the complete text of each section proposed to be amended in blackline format (strikethrough shows 
deletions and underline shows additions): 


